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MDTC TUESDAY EVENING COURSE  

LIVING MISSION -GROWING HOPE  
APRIL 14 ï MAY 12, 2009 

 
Join us as we explore the Five Marks of Mission and hear stories of hope from various 

congregations in our own diocese.  Discover how people are trying out new initiatives and 

exploring new ways to be church in the 21
st
 century. 

 
5 Tuesday Evenings from 7:15 pm to 9:30 pm 

Registration is $40 or $10 per session 
 
Guests include: Nick Brotherwood from Emerge; Holly Ratcliffe from the francophone 

mission in Sorel; Chris Barrigar from St. Peterôs TMR; Michael Johnson and Cedric Cobb 

from the Still Presence Spirituality Centre; Mark Rogers and Karla Holmes from the Celtic 

Centre at St. Columba; Patrick Wheeler from Verdun/Ville Emard; and Linda Borden-Taylor 

from St. James the Apostle in Montreal. 

 

CALL:  514-849-3004 EXT. 224 
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The Principalôs Message 
 

 

       

When we sold our building to McGill, we 

exchanged the risk of maintaining a heritage 

building for market risk. And we did so just 

months before the precipitous decline in global 

markets. Providentially, a large proportion of 

our income from the sale was shielded from 

loss through the prudential management of the 

college treasurer. But still, as a school whose 

operating funds are derived in large measure 

from its endowment, we find ourselves moving 

the proverbial two steps backward, having 

taken one step forward.   

We are a small college and with the sale of our 

building we made ourself even smaller. We 

effectively eliminated three staff positions and 

ended our responsibilities as landlord, 

proprietor and student activities coordinator. In 

other words, we have already made the kinds of 

decisions other schools are now facing, in some 

cases, painfully. Hence, though we are affected 

by the current crisis and will incur a deficit this 

fiscal year, we are well-positioned. We will not 

just survive; we may anticipate growing 

stronger when the crisis passes. 

  

 

In a letter 

addressed 

to heads of 

schools that 

belong to 

the 

Association 

of 

Theological 

Schools of 

the U.S. 

and Canada (ATS), Dan Aleshire, the 

Executive Director, acknowledges the difficult 

choices faced by member schools in these 

ófinancially tumultuousô times. But he points 

out that óthe mission of ATS schools has not 

been devalued.ô  

The good news of Christôs victory over the 

immobilizing powers that keep us anxious and 

self-centredðthe same gospel that formed the 

church when Christ rose from the dead and 

gave the apostles his Spiritðhas animated and 

reformed the church in every age. There is no 

reason to suppose it has lost its energy in this 

present time, though declining church 

membership, new acts of schism and talk of the 

God-delusion may mislead those guided by 

appearances. On the contrary, the value of the 

gospel is not measured by market forces but by 

the dignity and depth of love of its divine 

author. It is our mission to help the church 

proclaim this gospel with fidelity and 

intelligence. 

A joyous Easter season to you all! 

 

John Simons 
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Cuba Mission: MST IMY Class 
By Ralph Moore 

 
During the period January 9-17, 2009, eleven 

In Ministry Year students and two faculty 

members from the Montreal School of 

Theology visited Cuba as part of the IMY 

Mission/Church in Context course. The main 

focus of this trip was to allow the students to 

experience firsthand how the course material 

being taught in class relates to the wider global 

community. 
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Pictures: 
#1 - The bus from the Matanzas Evangelical 

Theological Seminary  used for  transportion.  

#2 ï Matanzas Evangelical Theological Seminary ï

main study hall. 

#3 ï Enjoying dinner at a Havana restaurant. L-R: 
Ralph Moore, Dio; Barbara Duguid, PC; Sybil 
Mosley, PC; and Hilda our Cuban interpreter. 

#4 ï Rev. Dr. Dale Woods, PC Director of Pastoral 

Studies,  in  Quatro Esquinas  (Four Corners). 

#5 ï Children singing a hymn during a Baptist 

Church service in Havana. 

#6 ï A view of Matanzas from the seminary. 

#7 ï Two young boys in Cuatro Esquinas with a pet 

rooster. (Could this be a part of the quartet which 

kept Bob Wilson awake?) 

 


